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I. Bae ound

Geography in the Soviet Union commands a very high position.

- Academic and appiied work in geography are very closely related and

utilized to the maximum by the government in the development of its

economic and military programs., Geographers participate in planning.

éhabled Soviet geographers to engage in research end field work ranging

at all levels, both urban and rural. The broad expanse of the USSR has ?
E

n"om envi}onmental conditions affecting Northern Sea Route operations
to desert irrigation in Centrel Asia and New Lands agriculture.
Intensive work in systematic geography has given them a wealth of
knowledge in soil science and climatology. Geographers are partici-
pa.ting in the large-scale Soviet mapping program both as members of the
field mapping teams and in rerforming high-level cartographic wprk at
the various institutes.

The magnitude and significance of geographic activity in the USSR
is reflected in the large number of wracticing geographers and the large
number of institutions at vwhich intengive trai‘ning and geographic work
is being carried on. oOf 34 universities in the Soviet Union » 28 have

‘some program in geography, mostly in separate geograrhical faculties.
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The largest of these, the Geography Faculty of the University of
Moscow, occupies six stories in the new university building and has
about a hundred rooms for laboraf;ories, offices, workrooms, and &
gstaff of 300 professors, docents, and assistants. There are 1,000
full-time day students in the five-year geography course, 817 evening
students, and 55 graduate students. The Geography Faculty 1s composed
of 14 departments: physicalb geography of the USSR, economic geography
of the USSR, polar geography, soll geography , physical geogrephy of
foreign countries, economic geography of the bloc countries, economic
geography of capitalist countries, general geography s geomorpholpgr »
hydrology of the lend, oceanography » climatology ard meteorology,
blogeography, and geodesy and cartography. Their contract research
program includes: (1) Regionalization of the Soviet Union for Gosplan;
(2) Evaluation of land resources for the Ministry of Agriculture; and
(3) Snow and ice investigations in connection with the International
Geophysical Year.

The Institute of Geography of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR
has a staff of about 300 engaged in full-time research. The Instituta:
maintains four field stations, one near Moscow » one in the northern
Urals, one on Kovaya Zemlya, and one in the Tian®-Shan'. It also has
a lerge publications program and conducts most international contacts
In addition, there is the Institute of Scientific Information and the

All-Union Geographical Society, both of which have intensive Prograns .
-2 .
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" Individusl Soviet gebgt‘abﬁgfa"'are found in numerous responsible g
positions of govermment work. For example, S. A. Striganov, the
present Ch&rgg of the Soviet Embassy in Washington, is a geographer
by training. S. A. Kovalov is a member of the comnittee formulating I:
Plans for the new Soviet Census. :?z ‘
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B. Potential Soviet Gains @ |
1. The Soviet geographers, in visiting normally denied areas m
of interest in the United States which would be considered of i; |
conmmensurate value to those areas being visited by U.S. geogragpae::
in the Soviet Uniom, could conceivably 2dd to the gain realized
by the Soviets through the exchange.
2. BEven though the Soviet geographers have thus far expres ed
an interest in TVA, dry-land agriculture, and other public-work:
- projects, their cbservation of other areas through extended trarel
could lead to the identification and selection of targets for
further exploitation in this country. By and large, we feel th't
USSR observations would be confirmation of written materials wh ch
they have received in great quantities and in wide coverage. Tiey
would have the opportunity of close examination of U.S. develop.en: s
in various fields of applied geographic research'.

T R N B BRI N

3. They would have the opportunity to develop profassicnal
contect with a great munber of Americen geogruphers, especislly
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1f their visit coincides with the national meetings of the
Association of American Geographers. Points of contact would
thus be established for future exchange of published materisls
and information.

T

k. The Soviets would undoubtedly gain a better understanding

of the function and relative importance of geography in govermm:nt, : ‘
industry, and academic activities. They could make comparisons :!)
and recogrize the lack of depth of U.S. geogreghic work im its l
application to the public interest and the limited extent of basic i
theoretical work in the earth sciences. The lack of U.5. Goverumeri ;
support to the geographic approsch by comparieson with their own s
status would become obvious if they were allowed to visit goverime:: é ‘
offices. &

5. The geogrsphic profession in the Soviet Union would gaia ﬁ
increased recognition of its professional status, and this woull 'g |
materially aid the Soviets in their recent endeavors to estebliih Fﬁ 3

themselves wore firmly in international professional geographic
circles.

ool ol

III. Scope

The proposal -- as defined in general terms by _ 25X1A

and Etzel Pearcy in the documents supplied to this subcommitiee » Bub jeci

to more definition end minor refinements -- appears to provide an exciar:e
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25X1C _
sttuation of value IS The subcomnittse feels that

the greater the mumber of participants from the Uxi;tﬁd BStates, up to

& maximm of ten, the grester the value to be derived fram our partici-

would encourage the negotiation of an itinerary baged upon a 50-to-60
day span rather than the 45 days in the original proposal.

Iv. Personnel

We would encourage the selection of a delegation best able to
accomplish the diveraified‘ cbjectives of such an exchange. The
parbicipants should be well known professionally by virtue of their
research, pu'blic&.tj.ons, or other significant activity. The team
shbul_d be constituted primarily from academic and research persornzl.
‘We should like to see several excellently gualified geogé;:hera from

the U.S. Government nemed as participants. They are included in ocur
suggested 1ist which follows: |
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v. Mested Itinerarz

Mmcw'.'.0‘.'."...'.'....."D..'G'O.’..‘...O.bl0...'..' 3 m's

Main center of geographic research. Visit to uni-  °
versities, institutes, laboratories.

m mBAmcalO"Oﬁ'.-.'..l.'...0.0'..0.'0.‘.00.0 h dms
Center of Arctic research, Northern See Route

Administration, geographic research center. Coastal
areas.

mxand W.O’.C".......QQ‘.-..“...D...ﬂ.......‘. 5 ms

Prontier area for agriculture, mining, and industry --
port, naval bage.

MUOOCQ....OO.'O.Q'...'..I.'..O..l......0'..0..0..6'00 8 M‘B
Irdustrial area -- centers of research and industry.

WK bl ANARA - IRK[ESKO.b.to.tn.a.o-ooooc-ocv-uoa-nels d%s

Major center of hesvy industry, large hydrozlectric
- projects.

mK'IO'G0"‘00.00...‘...'.0...0.0"......@'0‘.‘.00.00 5 ms

Research atation of Academy of Sciences. Problems of
agriculture in area of permafrost.
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Newll.e.nds Area in SIBERIA and KAZAKHSTAR..ccvocecocssooes b days
Large investment in area of recurring droughts.

Tmmsm c_mASIA."ﬁi'...oo.ll'l!p"..... 6d€)y5

- Irrigation, cotton, deserts, mountain and glacisi '
research stations of the Academy of Sciences.

m-Domm'.Q.'I.'."..l...'..ﬂ‘.....l..'.....-'...... 6d£’—ys

Ukrainian center of geographic research. Msjor
}inﬁ.ustrial area. !

nmm.‘.'..'.‘..Q.I..lﬂ'l..‘c‘b'o.‘......'.'l‘..'...'.ﬁ. E‘ &-’ys
Final visits and departure.
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